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Foreword

Dokdo’s visibility from Ulleungdo is a historical fact, evidenced by “Sejong Sillok Jiriji”
(Geographical Capter in the veritable Record of King Sejong) and other archival records.
It is also evident in the photos of Dokdo taken from Ulleungdo. Furthemore, Dokdo’s

visibility from Ulleungdo is a part of the everyday lives of Ulleungdo residents.

The fact that Dokdo can be seen from Ulleungdo indicates that people have been aware
of Dokdo since Ulleungdo came to be inhabited, which was some time before the 6th
century AD. This is an important piece of evidence demonstrating the historical basis for

Korea’s territorial sovereignty over Dokdo.

Not only is Ulleungdo the closest island to Dokdo, but Dokdo is also integral part of

Ulleungdo.

The Dokdo Research Institute of the Northeast Asian History Foundation has been
engaged in a long-term monitoring project since 2008, which is aimed at securing
objective evidence that can verify Dokdo’s visibility from Ulleungdo. The project
comprises observation and photography to determine the number of days when Dokdo

is visible from Ulleungdo.

“Dokdo as Seen from Ulleungdo” is a photography exhibit that brings together the fruits
of our efforts thus far. We have also compiled the pictures into a book of photographs.
We hope that this exhibit will serve as an opportunity to verify the evidences that the
Korean people have been aware of Dokdo as their fishing basis since the distant past

watching Dokdo with the eyes from Ulleungdo.

KIM Yongdeok
President

Northeast Asian History Foundation

Dokdo as Seen from Ulleungdo
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The Story of Dokdo,
an Inseparable Part of Korean Territory and Life
Exhibition: Dokdo as Seen from Ulleungdo

Dokdo has long been Korean territory. Since Usanguk was subjugated by Silla some time
before the 6th century AD, Dokdo, together with Ulleungdo, has been a part of Korea. In
Mangi Yoram (1808), it is recorded that “Ulleungdo and Dokdo are both territories of
Usanguk.” The idea that Dokdo and Ulleungdo constitute an inseparable pair of sister
islands appears frequently not only in Korean historical records but also in Japanese
records as well. In the “Dajokan Directive” (1877), for instance, there is mention of “Ulleungdo
and 1 other island (Dokdo).” Historical rights to and territorial sovereignty over smaller
islands have long been determined by their legal, historical, and geographical ties with

larger, neighboring islands.

Japan has taken great pains to deny the historical and geographical relationship between
Ulleungdo and Dokdo. One of Japan’s claims is that Dokdo cannot be seen from Ulleungdo.
Japan’s so-called Dokdo expert even resorted to complex mathematical formulas to
prove that Dokdo is not visible from Ulleungdo. What he wanted to prove was that

Koreans had not even been aware of the existence of Dokdo until the early 20th century.

However, there is no denying that Dokdo is visible from Ulleungdo. Historical records
serve as archival evidence attesting to this fact. In “Sejong Sillok Jiriji” (Geographical Chapter
in the Veritable Record of King Sejong) of the 15th century, it is said that “[Dokdo] is visible on
a clear, windy day.” In the 17 century, JANG Han-sang, a provincial government official of

Ulleungdo, wrote the following: “An island is faintly visible to the southeast of Ulleungdo.”

The Dokdo Research Institute of the Northeast Asian History Foundation has been engaged
in a survey project, observing and capturing images of Dokdo from Ulleungdo. This
project aims to positively prove that the Korean people have been aware of Dokdo
since ancient times as is recorded in historical documents such as “Sejong Sillok Jiriji.”

Another important objective of the project is to demonstrate through objective evidence

that Dokdo has been a part of the everyday lives of Ulleungdo residents.

The survey team, composed of Ulleungdo residents, has been making most of its
observations from Kkagkkideung, a village located in the upper reaches of Dodong-ri.
Kkagkkideung is at 270 meters above sea level. This is lower than Manghyang Peak (317
meters) where a Dokdo observation point is located. Kkagkkideung is not the only
location in Ulleungdo from which Dokdo can be seen. Indeed, Dokdo is visible from the
entire southeastern region of the island, including Anpyeongjeon in Sadong-ri, Naesujeon
in Jeodong-ri, and Seokpo in Bukmyeon. In terms of the position above sea level, the
lowest point from which pictures of Dokdo have been taken thus far is at 208 meters.
However, according to the staff of the Haengnam Lighthouse in Dodong-ri, “On a very
clear day, Dokdo can even be seen from the Haengnam Lighthouse.” Since this
lighthouse is at around 165 meters above sea level, it is patently obvious that Dokdo is

visible from Seongin Peak, which at 984 meters, is located way higher.

Even though Dokdo is such a familiar sight in Ulleungdo, it is not always easy for non-
residents to see it. Some people visit Ulleungdo to see Dokdo in person; however, those
who are unlucky may wait days and still never catch a glimpse of the island. This is

because as recorded in “Sejong Sillok Jiriji,” Dokdo is only visible on a “clear, windy day.”

The survey team has reported that they are able to predict, with an accuracy of 60 to
70%, whether they will be able to see Dokdo by observing the previous day’s weather
and the forecast for the day after. In the summer, there is a lot of fog in and around
Dokdo. A better time to spot Dokdo is in the spring or fall when there are gusts of cold
wind. From the data gathered so far, on average, Dokdo is visible from Ulleungdo more
than three to four days per month. In terms of the time of the day, the early morning is

better than midday.

Dokdo as Seen from Ulleungdo
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The Dokdo Research Institute has organized a photography exhibition and a book of
photographs, both entitled “Dokdo as Seen from Ulleungdo.” They will feature the
images and videos captured during the survey. The exhibit and the book will clearly
show that people have been aware of and co-existed with Dokdo for as long as

Ulleungdo has been inhabited.

The photographs, taken across four seasons, capture the diverse, everyday aspects of
Dokdo. There is a picture of Dokdo with a persimmon tree in the background. Another
was taken while walking down the street. In another photo of Dokdo, a telephone pole
is in the backdrop. To Ulleungdo residents, it is no news that Dokdo is within view. In
addition to the photographs of Dokdo taken from Ulleungdo, there are also pictures of
Ulleungdo taken from Dokdo as well as those of the mainland taken from Ulleungdo.

There are also satellite images of Dokdo.
These images will reaffirm the fact that Dokdo is not a lonely, isolated island but
intrinsically tied to Korean history and culture. For a very long time, Dokdo has been our

everyday companion, neighbor, and habitat.

SHIN Gil-su
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Dokdo as seen from the air
Seodo and Dongdo




‘Because of the proximity between

Ulleungdo and Dokdo, one can be

seen from the other on clear, windy days.’

_Sejong Sillok Jiriji

(Geographical Chapter in the Veritable

Record of King Sejong, 1454)
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“To the west, one can see the jagged peaks

of the Daegwallyeong, and to the east, there is
an island in the middle of the sea.

The island, located far southeast, is less than
one third the size of Ulleungdo and no more
than some 300 li (Chinese miles) from it.”
_Chronicle of Ulleungdo(1694)

This was written by Jang Han-sang, the prefect of
Samcheok, during his expedition to Ulleungdo.

Jang Han-sang undertook the mission from September 19
to October 3, 1694 under the orders of King Sukjong

(the 20th year of King Sukjong’s reign).
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View of Dokdo_ Dongdo and Seodo
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S5 ALS eHFolM (2008.11.22)
Dokdo as seen from Anpyeongjeon, Sadong, Ulleungdo (22 Nov. 2008)
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SSCUM Hi2kE S SSZUM Hi2kE S

=EL S M2z 7= ZoilAM (2008.11.22) SEX Ak AlZithol|lA (2008.11.22.)
Dokdo as seen on the road to Saegakdan, Sadong, Ulleungdo (22 Nov. 2008) Dokdo as seen from Saegakdan, Sadong, Ulleungdo (22 Nov. 2008)
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Dokdo with downtown Dodong, Ulleungdo
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=SE0M Hi2kE S ESE0M Hi2kE S

=S TSAUHE HiZ22 (2008.9.28 =S TSAUHE HiZ22 (2008.11.12)

Dokdo with downtown Dodong, Ulleungdo as background (28 Sep. 2008) Dokdo with downtown Dodong, Ulleungdo as background (12 Nov. 2008)
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=8% =5 277150M (2008.8.7) =8% =5 27150M (2008.8.28)
Dokdo as seen from Kkak-kki-deung, Dodong, Ulleungdo (7 Aug. 2008) Dokdo as seen from Kkak-kki-deung, Dodong, Ulleungdo (28 Aug. 2008)

28 27



SSTON bzt S2

28 &3 2Z7180lM (2008.10.12)
Dokdo as seen from Kkak-kki-deung, Dodong, Ulleungdo (12 Oct. 2008)
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SEUM Hi2RE S SEUM Hi2RE S
2EL &= Z7I50|M (2008.11.22) 2EL &= 27I50|M (2008.11.22)
Dokdo as seen from Kkak-kki-deung, Dodong, Ulleungdo (22 Nov. 2008) Dokdo as seen from Kkak-kki-deung, Dodong, Ulleungdo (22 Nov. 2008)

34 33



36_35

ESE0M Hi2kE S

2EX =3 270 (2008.11.22)
Dokdo as seen from Kkak-kki-deung, Dodong, Ulleungdo (22 Nov. 2008)
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25k £ 27|80|AM (2008.10.12)
Dokdo as seen from Kkak-kki-deung, Dodong, Ulleungdo (12 Oct. 2008)
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=8 &3 Z7I150M (2008.9.28)
Dokdo as seen from Kkak-kki-deung, Dodong, Ulleungdo (28 Sep. 2008)
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2EE &= 27I50|M (2008.11.12) =% =3 277150M (2009.3.4)
Dokdo as seen from Kkak-kki-deung, Dodong, Ulleungdo (12 Nov. 2008) Dokdo as seen from Kkak-kki-deung, Dodong, Ulleungdo (4 Mar. 2009)
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25T K& LHoflA (2007.1.14)
Dokdo as seen from Naesujeon,
Jeodong, Ulleungdo (14 Jan. 2007)
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SEE0N Hike S5

25 NS UM (2008.1.14)
Dokdo as seen from Naesujeon, Jeodong, Ulleungdo (14 Jan. 2008)
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SSZUM Hi2kE S

25L& M=okS0iA (2007.1.14)
Dokdo as seen from Seokpo village, Ulleungdo (14 Jan. 2007)

46_45



SEUM Hi2RE S SEUM Hi2RE S
=S MY (2008.8.6) 25k M=0i20f|A (2008.8.7)
Dokdo as seen from the Seokpo observatory, Ulleungdo (6 Aug. 2008) Dokdo as seen from Seokpo village, Ulleungdo (7 Aug. 2008)
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Korean Peninsula as seen from the Seokpo observatory, Ulleungdo (6 Aug. 2008)
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S0l M=E sfd2Z (2008.8.7)
Ulleungdo as seen from Dongdo with Seodo as background (7 Aug. 2008)
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Dokdo sunset
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Seodo as seen from Dongdo Fishermen'’s lodging in Seodo
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Seodo at night as seen from Dongdo
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Well in Mulgol, Seodo
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Dokdo daybreak Seagulls in Dokdo
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Tourists and Dongdo pier
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